
JAMES—MANUAL FOR LIFE 

 
LESSON EIGHT 

 
James 4:1-17 
 
PRIDE HUMILITY BOASTING 
 
 
Pride—a feeling of deep pleasure or satisfaction derived from one’s own  
 
achievements, the achievements of those with whom one is closely 
associated,  
 
or from qualities or possessions that are widely admired. 
 
Proverbs 11:2 
“Pride leads to disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.” 
Proverbs 11:2 NLT 
 
Proverbs 13:10 
“Pride leads to conflict; those who take advice are wise.” 
Proverbs 13:10 NLT 
 
 
Romans 12:3-5 
“Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of 
you this warning: Don’t think you are better than you really are. Be honest 
in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring yourselves by the faith God 
has given us. Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a 
special function, so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, 
and we all belong to each other.” 
Romans 12:3-5 NLT 
 



“The devil, unlike the Christian, takes pride seriously, knowing that as 
long as he  
 
can control human pride, he can frustrate God’s purposes, if but 
temporarily.  
 
There may be many kinds of pride, but for the devil’s purpose, a proud 
Christian is  
 
of much more use than an atheist or a pagan.” 
Florence Allshorn 
 
 

1. THE BATTLE WITHIN 

 
Conflict—to be incompatible or at variance; clash——a serious 
disagreement or  
 
argument, typically a protracted one——-a dispute, quarrel, or squabble 
 
James 4:1-6 
“What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t they come 
from the evil desires at war within you? You want what you don’t have, so 
you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what others have, but you 
can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you 
don’t have what you want because you don’t ask God for it. And even 
when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all wrong—you 
want only what will give you pleasure. You adulterers! Don’t you realize 
that friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God? I say it again: 
If you want to be a friend of the world, you make yourself an enemy of 
God. Do you think the Scriptures have no meaning? They say that God is 
passionate that the spirit he has placed within us should be faithful to him. 
And he gives grace generously. As the Scriptures say, “God opposes the 
proud but gives grace to the humble.”” 
James 4:1-6 NLT 



 
 
A. Chapter four is a continuation of the inward conflict one experiences as  
 
presented in chapter three. Chapter three deals with conflict of the tongue 
while  
 
chapter four deals with attitudinal conflict—PRIDE -vs- HUMILITY. 
 
1. The origin of such is the world itself (vs 1-3) 
 
2. It is rooted within the hearts of persons (vs 1-3) 
 
Conclusion: Love of God and Love of the world cannot co-exist together 
(vs 4-6) 
 
3. Draw near to God while resisting the devil (vs 7-10) 
 
 
PRIDE PROMOTES STRIFE!!! 
 
 
HUMILITY—THE CURE FOR WORLDLINESS/PRIDE 
 
1. a modest or low view of one’s own importance—modesty—freedom 
from  
 
pride or arrogance—the quality or state of being humble 
 
2. Humble persons listen; put others first; take time to say thank you; retain  
 
relationships; value others 
 
James 4:7-10 
“So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your 
hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between 



God and the world. Let there be tears for what you have done. Let there be 
sorrow and deep grief. Let there be sadness instead of laughter, and gloom 
instead of joy. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up 
in honor.” 
James 4:7-10 NLT 
 
 

1. Submit to God—Abandonment of our selfish pride 

 
A. This includes putting on the WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD. This would 
include  
 
putting one’s faith in God as well as immersing ourselves in the truth of 
God’s  
 
Word.  
 
 

1. Resist the devil—to resist any temptation that the devil throws our 
way. Realizing that we are part of the army of the living God, the 
devil will have no alternative but to flee. 

 
A. Flee—to run away often from danger or evil—to hurry to a place of 
security 
—to pass away swiftly—vanish (how does evil flee from itself???) 
 
 

1. Cleanse your hands/Purify your hearts—the command of cleansing 
is interwoven into one’s call to God. In Jewish culture, it is to “draw 
near in worship.”  

 
A. God is HOLY! We cannot approach God in any condition (priest into the  



Holy of Holies) 
 
B. Old Testament language offers a God who when we approach Him, then  
 
comes out to us. In the New Testament, the emphasis is on God moving 
toward  
 
us who are undeserving. St. Bernard puts it this way—“ God loves, both 
more  
 
than you love, and before you love at all.” 
 
John 3:16-17 
““For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. God 
sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world 
through him.” 
John 3:16-17 NLT 
 
Romans 5:6-10 
“When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died 
for us sinners. Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright 
person, though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who 
is especially good. But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ 
to die for us while we were still sinners. And since we have been made 
right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from 
God’s condemnation. For since our friendship with God was restored by 
the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be 
saved through the life of his Son.” 
Romans 5:6-10 NLT 
 
 

1. Lament and Mourn and Weep 

 



A. A Christian should NEVER laugh at sin. It is only an attempt to forget 
the  
judgement of God. 
 
2Corinthians 7:8-10 
 
“I am not sorry that I sent that severe letter to you, though I was sorry at 
first, for I know it was painful to you for a little while. Now I am glad I sent 
it, not because it hurt you, but because the pain caused you to repent and 
change your ways. It was the kind of sorrow God wants his people to have, 
so you were not harmed by us in any way. For the kind of sorrow God 
wants us to experience leads us away from sin and results in salvation. 
There’s no regret for that kind of sorrow. But worldly sorrow, which lacks 
repentance, results in spiritual death.” 
2 Corinthians 7:8-10 NLT 
 
 
This is the presence of WOEFUL SORROW! An inner brokenness—sorrow 
for  
 
having disappointed God—let God down—though God is not surprised 
for He  
 
knows all things, past, present, and future. His love for us yet causes Him 
hurt as  
 
scripture reminds us that when we sin, we crucify Him all over again! 
 
 
Laughter, on the other hand is indicative of celebration. Christians should 
find no  
 
joy or pleasure in sin!!! Our SORROW ought lead to REPENTANCE which 
leads to  
 
FORGIVENESS and finally to TRUE JOY over RECONCILIATION.  
 



 
Psalm 32:1-2 
“Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven, whose sin is put 
out of sight! Yes, what joy for those whose record the Lord has cleared of 
guilt, whose lives are lived in complete honesty!” 
Psalms 32:1-2 NLT 
 
 

1. HUMBLE YOURSELF—this is done before God (in Jesus’ Name) 

 
A. An act of decision—not a process but a concrete and momentary 
decision 
 
B. Not a vain/empty act but one of sincerity—absolutely necessary for 
living  
the victorious Christian life 
 
 
 
 
 
 


